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ABC Issues 52 Citations at Long Beach Pride Event

Most Citations Involved Violations of Underage Drinking Laws

(Statewide) - Investigators with the California Department of Alcoholic
Beverage Control (ABC) issued 52 citations and made one arrest at the two
day Long Beach Pride Festival that was held May 19 and 20, 2012, in the
Shoreline Village area of Long Beach.

Long Beach Pride held its first event in 1984 and is reported to be one of the
largest gay pride events in the United States. The Pride Celebration is
produced by the non-profit organization called LBLGP Inc. (Long Beach
Lesbian and Gay Pride Inc.). The event hosts an estimated 70,000 attendees
for the weekend. Many of the attendees participate in the parade that runs
down Ocean Avenue in downtown Long Beach. This year some of the notable
performers at the festival included Queen Latifah and The Village People.

ABC conducted enforcement in and around the venue resulting in 52
misdemeanor arrests and one felony arrest. Citations were written for minors
in possession of alcohol, minors consuming alcohol, minors in possession of
false identifications, furnishing alcohol to minors, and sales of alcohol without
a license. The Long Beach Police Department worked with ABC to ensure a
safe and successful festival weekend.

Funding for many of the ABC investigators who worked the event was
provided by a grant awarded to ABC through the United States Department of
Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice, Delinquency and Prevention (OJJDP). The
grant allows ABC investigators to work at community events where alcohol
could potentially get into the hands of minors. ABC is a Department of the
Business, Transportation and Housing Agency.
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