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ABC PROMOTES A SAFE 4TH OF JULY HOLIDAY 
Agents will be working to increase safety this Holiday Weekend 

 

(SACRAMENTO)  As tens of thousands of Californians plan to celebrate the Independence Day 

weekend with picnics and other outdoor activities, they are cautioned to arrange for one other item, a 

designated driver.  A partnership of the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC,) 

California Highway Patrol (CHP), Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) and many local law enforcement 

agencies will focus on impaired drivers. 

 

Extra ABC agents will be on duty statewide checking ABC licensed businesses to ensure that underage 

or intoxicated people are not being served.  “We call on all ABC licensees to be extra vigilant for 

underage drinkers and obviously intoxicated patrons this weekend,” stated ABC Director Ramona 

Prieto. “Checking identifications and promoting responsible beverage consumption can prevent DUI’s, 

save lives and ensure safer communities.” 

 

From 2010-2014, 39 percent of all traffic fatalities over the Fourth of July period occurred in alcohol-impaired 

driving crashes. There were 397 people killed nationally in motor vehicle crashes in 2014 over the Fourth of 

July holiday. In California during the holiday, an average of 6 people are killed and 110 are seriously injured 

each year.  

 

ABC recommends these safe alternatives to drinking and driving: 

 PLAN AHEAD:  Plan a safe way home before the fun begins. 

 DESIGNATE A DRIVER:  Before drinking, designate a sober driver. 

 DDVIP:  The California Office of Traffic Safety DDVIP mobile app is available for free download on 

iOS and Android devices. The DDVIP app allows users to “Map a Spot” with their current location to 

find DDVIP partnering establishments in their area or a “List of Spots” to search all participating bars 

and restaurants throughout California. Users can stay up-to-date with the latest from DDVIP and see 

what other users are saying via its social tab. Also through the app, for those who want to imbibe but 

also make it a point to plan ahead, users can easily order a sober ride all from one screen.    

 DRUGS, MEDICATION & ALCOHOL= CRASHES:  Recent statistics reveal that 30 percent of drivers 

in fatal crashes had one or more drugs in their systems. A study of active drivers showed more tested 

positive for drugs that may impair driving (14 percent) than did for alcohol (7.3 percent).  Of the drugs, 

marijuana was most prevalent, at 7.4 percent, slightly more than alcohol. 

 REPORT DRUNK DRIVERS:  If you happen to see a drunk driver on the road, don’t hesitate – “Report 

Drunk Drivers! Call 911!”  The call you make may save a life! 

 

Funding for the extra DUI enforcement operations is through a grant from the California Office of Traffic 

Safety, through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.   
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